clearly. My mom would yeltOK everybody, it's dinner time. Wash up and come to the
table!” At that point, my dad, 4 siblings and a favorite cousin gpent a lot of time with us

would slowly amble around and drag our feet as we EVENTWUAKhtade our way to the

kitchen. When we sat down we would ask questions like “wif@at dinner?” Although it was

not always the same dinner, we would be assured thas iawatritious product of my mom’s hard work,
(budgeting and preparing) putting that meal together. Did wayahappreciate the hard work my Papa put in
making the money to buy it? Did we appreciate the hantk wiy mom put in budgeting that money...
shopping for the food... preparing the food and ultimatetyiag us the food that kept our bodies strong and
healthy? No way! | would argue that anybody reading this'dglt much thought into how hard it was for
your parents to do all the wonderful things they did far.yothat is, until you grew up.

When we mature, it seems like (God willing) we look atsjtuation and askHow in the world did my

were being critical of how our parents did things.
Before | write any further, | would like to take this tim tell my mom (who reads “The
Dove” and everything | ever wrote since | first picked up aygon) that | am sorry for being
an unappreciative, overly critical, little brat all those yesayou were doing your best to feed all
seven (sometimes eight) of us. | know | have said this keefbut please allow me to say it
again. You deserve it and much more. To my Papa, | will have to watil the resurrection to
have this conversation with you.
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What does this have to do with being smack dab in the muddlent? It has
everything to do with it. You see, when God invented paréntss with a clear
plan in mind. When we look at the Fourth Commandmeéeng¢ads “You shall
honor your Father and your Mother”. In our Small Catedisi, we learn that all
of God’s Commandments are not divorced from each athemy way(James
2:10). We learn that when we look at our relationship with panents, we are
learning about our relationship with God. (Makes you rdailyk about what
kind of kid you were and what kind of parent you should ig&t?) So when we
honor those parents who have gathered us around thedabtzeive the good
things their works prepared for you, we are in fact hawp@od Himself
because that is His plan... that is the way He works.

God our great Father gathers us as well, doesn’t He@rIBmall Catechisms we

learn this too. We learn in the Third Article of the Afles’ Creed, that God the
Holy Spirit calls, gathers and enlightens His Churclicarth and keeps it in the
one, true faith. Where does He gather the Church? oa® He gather these

lost and wretched people who have faith in Him? To angiwg look no further

than your parents. Like your parents, God too gathersousa His table.



The difference is the Holy Spirit calls to us. And like and my family, so many people just goof around and
slowly amble their way to the table, not fully appetirig what awaits them. Of course, when we DO arrive,
we are given the grace to hear God’s word do somethirdjdmé get as kids. We are told right away that we
are the type of children who do not appreciate their Falleey do not appreciate the work that He has done
in order to feed them. As a matter of fact, if Godéster is doing what He is supposed to do, you will get the
distinct impression that being here is not a chome unishment, it is actually a blessing and a privilege. It is
good that you are here, because nowhere else will yablbedo receive what awaits you here in God’s House.
Not only will you be told that you are unworthy of such gracyou will also hear God tell you “That’s why

my Son died for you. That’s why my Spirit calls to y@&cause | love you and your confession of sin towards
me was heard and | FORGIVE YOU.” Each and every timeare gathered at Zion Lutheran Church in An-
chorage, that is God’s promise to you. God promises twmbest with you... He will convict you for what you
have done wrong. God promises to be open to you... He w@hli® your confession. God promises to be
loving to you... He will forgive you for those things. All tiadile, He will continually be pouring His grace

on you as you receive His good gifts in the Divine Serviités is great news because this year during Lent,
you will be given even more opportunities to be gatharednd God’s Word and promises. This year, Zion
has added special services. This year you will be givere oportunities to receive God’s grace as you tell
Him you are sorry for being that child of His who hamhed against Him in thought, Word and Deed.” You
see, when God calls us to His table, He does so atptomise of great things! When He calls to us, He says
“Comel It's time to be fed! Don’t worry about the dirt on you! I'll wash you when you get here!”

In His service and in yours,

Midweek Fellowship
& Services Opportunities
Soup Suppers at 6:00 pm
Lent Services at 7:00 pm
February 24", March 3",
10",17", 24"

No Soup Suppers during the Holy Week
March 29", 30", 31%,
April 1%, 2"
at 7:00 pm

April 3¢
at 10:00 pm- Midnight
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pround the Churcy,

EASTER BREAKFAST—

It is time for the men of Zion to break out their pancake
flippers and egg scrambling tools.

On April 3rd at 9:00am to 11:00am, we will be starting
the preparations for the Easter morning breakfast. We will
need help with set up, egg prep, and the like. Sunday
morning (6:00 am) will be pancake cooking, egg
scrambling, then serving and clean up. Plan for some
good male bonding and service.

Come and enjoy the labors of our Zion Gentlemen—
breakfast follows immediately after the Easter Sunrise
Service starting at 8:30am to 10:00am.

HELP Wanted:

Have a desire to get out of the house? Contact Ron
Breiler at 1-906-364-2049 or call the church office at
338-3838.

The Zion Lutheran Pre-School has need for light handy
person support. This will involve painting, carpentry, light
plumbing, and just helping with those
fix-it tasks that come with a room full of school
children. Set your own schedule, it is helpful if you have
your own tools.

Come and feel the energy of the Pre-School staff and
kids in a friendly Christian atmosphere.

Did You Notice . . .?
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Have you noticed something around the church
that you'd like to acknowledge, such as a job well
done or a person giving of their time and talents?
Let us know and we’ll list them here. You can
submit your “acknowledgements” in the envelope
on the bulletin board in the Narthex, or you can
email Annie at zion-admin@gci.net or Sue
Wilkens at rawsaw@gci.net.




Inspired To Serve

Dear Family and Friends of Zion:

Roughly 10 years ago, | was attending Sunday chsgcVice as normal with my family. It seemed lke
fairly ordinary Sunday morning. Well, it was .until the sermon started . Pastor Richard Allglom

many of you know, was filling in that day. He gavenessage about serving at Zion. Pastor Allen
mentioned that it really didn’t matter how muchdiryou had or if you were in and out of town for wor
The important thing was that, as a member of Ziemall have a commitment to serve in some way wdreth
it be a major role or a small one.

At the time of hearing this message, | wasn’t mondre than an attending Sunday service member.sl wa
also in and out of town for work quite a bit. Bhis message hit home with me and inspired me ¢orbe
active. | have been an active member of Zion sirere.

| truly believe that there are inspirational mensherour lives that change who we are and how ee vi
things in life. I'm sure you all have had similaspirational moments. Has anything ever inspyeal to

serve at Zion? | know many of you have. Pleaspk@ur eyes and ears open for those inspirational
moments. You don’t want to let them pass you ¥gu’'ll be surprised how good it will make you feel.

Jesus Came To Serve:
Matthew 20:28 Jesus said, “Just as the Son of Nthnat come to be served, but to serve, and to lyse
life as a ransom for many.”

We are here to serve:
Romans 14:17-18: For the Kingdom of God is not aleating and drinking, but of righteousness, peaxk
joy in the Holy Spirit, because who serves Chrighis way is pleasing to God and approved by men.

Feel free to ask any of the board of directorsoonmmittee chairs for ways you can help serve at Zldrere
are a number of opportunities available.

For questions, concerns/pinches or Good News yaudnike to share with me, feel free to call me tamg
at home 337-8996 or on my cell 223-3454.

Together in Christ

e

Dale Brainerd
Executive Director



Zion Families!! The Preschool welcomed another new family this month, M@&hmood family, into
our Leapfrog class. Our total enrollment is at 29 as of today.

8 Tadpoles
11 Leapfrogs
10 Bullfrogs

On Friday, March %, we will be closed for an in service day that beginsSpring Breakwhich lasts untiMonday March 1%’
when we return with classes as usual. Don't forget to Spring thoskschhead on the 14

Our Book It Beginner program starts this month ~ read, read, realf® will be hopping for MS when we come back from break
— see the Preschool for more information and sign ups!.

The next Parents’ Night Ouil be Friday, March 18from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, most likely well needed after spring
break. As usual, the cost is $15 first child and $5 for evalg after that in addition. Please bring your friends; we wiiteh their
children as well!!

Doing some spring-cleaning??? If you happen to clean out a closet dn2nrewsave the items for our trash to treasure sale
coming in April! Our playground fund is building, slowly, as yall know by looking on the Preschool News Board.

Donationsof Lysol, baby wipes and paper towels are coming to the school and wethEgitkfamily and
all of you who have sent items in. However, we are stikédrof black sharpie markers, plastic spoons, red constructiom, Eayse
Crayola classic color markers- specifically brown and black.

Thank YOUto all volunteers who help the preschool, specifically Mary Colzhiec Christie Hoffman, Tiera Spencer, Cayre
Saden, Jen & Travis Goodwin, and Jaime Brown. Help is always wetttom

As always, thank you for your continued support of the Preschool!!

Respectfully Submitted,
Mrs. Gloria Vuocolo

We live in a world that is filled with people who are uncertaihurting and even confused. The world tries to tell us that fyye
feel this way because we have “low self-esteem”. Self-esieanthing other than how we view / perceive ourselves. If y(

are like so many people who are told you need to draw esteenydroself, you have probably found that it is a dead-end
street. As an experiment, | did a Google search on self-estabrtheionly change being Women and Men. The search rgsult
for women'’s self-help in raising self-esteem was 15 MILLIOfssdedicated to helping women increase their “self-estee
For men, the total was 7 THOUSAND. It seems that women are &igesaphasis or target in this field. So, with all of thege
resources, it might make you ask “Why do women still suffer witles®f self-esteem?” | believe Dr. Matzat has an answler
for that. In His book Christ Esteem: Where the search for self-esteem end®'r. Matzat sets out to show us that nobod |
finds happiness, fulfillment or anything else positive by looking themselves. Rather, he shows that we can only look tji
Christ to find fulfilment and answers. Each chapter is emgagis well as accessible. This will be the first of hopefully
MANY awesome Ladies’ studies. Along with the ladies who hareadly expressed interest in this one, more are ALWAYS
welcome. Pastor has plenty of books and can get more as neef@dsBOW UP!

Day: Tuesdays (during Lent)

Time: 6pm

Location: Adult Bible study room

Attire: Casual

Snacks:OF COURSE! (Pastor makes a MEAN bowl of popcorn and coffeettes)

God bless you and see you there!



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

With sadness, we at Zion say good-bye to two members of ourligided, Ron Howes, who has
moved and transferred to Palmer, and Rick & Jan Ebert, whonmawved back to Fairbanks. May God
bless and keep them in the faith of Christ Jesus. We will hogeetthem again in the days ahead. Zion
also welcomed 10 new members and their children into our congregafamtisis year (24 new faces in
all'). We were also witness to 6 Baptisms! Truly God has bsseiful to us! The congregation wel-
comes you to our worship services, as we are told in Acts ‘Bhd,more than ever believers were
added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women.”

We come to a special time of year in the Christian faithf bed Easter. A time when Christ
saved us from eternal damnation, by giving his life for usavéegold in Romans 6:3-4Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jes were baptized into his death? We
were buried, therefore with him by baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we to might walk in @wness of life."The 40 days before Easter,
we call this time of repentance Lent, even though this isemsotime, we still hear the Gospel of Jesus
knowing through his resurrection our hope of eternal life is seaWeewill decorate Zion in violet, (a
royal color), during our time of repentance. Alleluia or Praisd.trd, the Gloria in Excelsis will not be
spoken during Lent to focus on repentance, as we are told in 23Ftdihe Lord is not slow to fulfill
his promise, as some count slowness, but is patient towardu, not wishing that any should perish,
but that all should reach repentance.”Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday, the wortRemember
that you are from dust and to dust you shall retundtist is the symbol mortality in the Bible and in Job
42:6“therefore | despise myself and repent in dust and a€s.”

The week before Easter is Holy Week, beginning with Palm Suddalesus was welcomed by
the crowds in Jerusalem he came to die and rise again for sipoer@nd me. Through Holy Week the
story leading to Christ’s crucifixion will be read from the Gospa,will not say our praise to the Trinity
“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit” on Maundy ddyvee will take part in
the sacraments, remembering our Lords words at the Last Sapgperinthians 11: 24-25, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body which ofodo this in remembrance of me”.
In the same way also he took the cup after supper, saying “Tthiss mew covenant in my blood do this
as often as you drink it in remembrance of me”. The Altarlvalktripped and the prophecy of the cruci-
fixion read, to remind us how our Lord was stripped and beaten.

On Good Friday there will be no decorations or ornament in the chiirpht away to honor our
Lords great sacrifice on this day all the bad and sin was fet«@nus and placed on our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.



The Saturday night service is the Vigil of Easter, the tincrossover from Lent to Easter, the
church will go from bare to white in celebration of the Holy Splelivering us salvation given to us by
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Easter the church will be esmatggold. White to represent our Lords
holiness and gold to show a metal, precious and without decay, likesauracted life in Christ. In John
20:19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week the daagslbeked where the disciples
were fore fear of the Jews Jesus came and stood among theaichtadtsem, “Peace be with you”.

Easter, the Lords Supper, his death for our sinful souls, and brsa@gn to glory, as a Chris-
tian a believer in Christ Jesus, a time to be truly thankfuhigifts. This is why we will celebrate the

Lord’s Supper every Sunday in Easter.

In our Lord’s service’

Sid Anderson, Chairman
Board of Elders

Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
4000 - CONTRIBUTIONS 14,780.40
4500 - RENTAL INCOME 120.00
4960 - COMMITTEE FUND RAISERS 1,493.56
Total Income 16,393.96
Expense
Payroll Expenses 248.00
5000 - BOARD OF ELDERS 7,401.42
5200 - BOARD OF EDUCATION 207.45
5300 - BOARD OF EVANGELISM 150.00
5400 - BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 0.00
5500 - BOARD OF PROPERTY 3,286.85
5800 - BOARD OF FINANCE 3,331.58
Total Expense 14,625.30
Net Ordinary Income 1,768.66

Net Income 1,768.66




Too Relevant For Jesus?

The world continually seems to be spiraling downward. €hes are becoming more and more unfaithful to
their beliefs and fewer people are defending good doctrine.

Recently, our own District Vice President Rev. Roc{&y John’s Lutheran — Palmer, AK) was gracious
enough to submit a strong and well-worded article reggritiie error of the ELCA'’s decision to once-again deny the
Bible and proclaim that God does not speak against homodgambeing sinful. The ELCA isn’t alone in this
apostasy. Recently, the Presbyterian Church — USA (R & a vote that finds that over 1/3 of their members
don't believe that Jesus is the only way to salvation.nBveugh Jesus clearly states “I am the way, the truttiren
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”(John 14W8)ditl this happen? Did God appear to these
people and say “Let me update a few things | said"? Nib&t happened is each of these Church groups (ELCA,
PCUSA) got together and VOTED to believe something conteattye Bible. These two groups are not alone.
Survey after survey at “Christian” universities are rémgasome pretty shocking results. In a country that clamn
be “Christian” we are finding more and more Christiaresdmubting that Jesus is the only way. The more this
happens, the more they fall apart and lose members. amehes have claimed “We need to be more relevant!”
Unfortunately, that usually means “We need to look nti@esthe world and less like The Church”. Brothers and
sisters, let me be clear on this. God'’s people (wheltiegrare clergy or laity) are not called to vote on theol&gch
of us is called upon to hear God’s Word and believe it bgtaee of God the Holy Spirit regardless of whether it sits
well with us or not.

Please allow me to share a little snippet writtemdhyDale Meyer. Dr. Meyer is the president of Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis (my alma mater). He writes:

In his 1946 book, The Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis describasvaried collection of people who push and
shove to get on a bus out of hell. When the bus makes agsbn its journey, some residents of heaven come and
meet the people leaving hell. One person from heavegcognizes a person on the bus from hell.

“You were sent there because you were an apostate.”(meaningibelieving [in Jesus])

“Are you serious?”

“Perfectly.”

“Do you really think people are penalized for their honesopinions?”

“Friend, let us be frank. Our opinions were not honetly come by. We simply found ourselves in
contact with a certain current of ideas and plunged ito it because it seemed modern and successful. Whan, i
our whole lives, did we honestly face, in solitude, the emquestion on which all turned: whether after all the
Supernatural might not in fact occur? When did we putup one moment’s real resistance to the loss of our
faith? We were afraid of cruel Salvationism, afraid of éreach with the spirit of the age, afraid of ridicule,
afraid (above all) of real spiritual fears and hopes.” (p. 35ff)

How many Ash Wednesdays have you lived through? How much pbur simple pure childhood faith
have you lost? It's Lent. Worship to reclaim it.

What a great message! | thank God for faithful Luthesarch as Dr. Meyer.

So, as we consider things like the growth we have sesawmembership (by Baptism, transfer and
confirmation), we should reflect on our own faithfulnegien belongs to a denomination which finds its history
(beliefs, customs and practices) at the beginning of thist@inr Church. This faith is remarkable because it holds
that Jesus Christ is indeed the head of our Churchbytliis grace that we have people being fed and addé&dio
from around the state and around the world. What is ak?tii he “trick” is no trick at all. We go about our lives
believing what the Bible teaches. Simple.

In light of all of these strange decisions made by Chsreti® are trying to be more “relevant”(worldly), we
have the comfort in knowing that God has not called us togbevant”, He has called us to be faithful.

In His service and in yours,

Ko



AMC

PLEASE PRAY FOR US

There are lots of ways that you can be involved witska Mission for Christ. Below are some of the ptge
and people of Alaska Mission for Christ that need yoaygrs

and support.

Need Volunteers to lead VBS this Summer¥e have already
had 4 VBS teams from last year cancel because of fedanc
needs. Please pray with us that people’s hearts withughed to
come to Alaska to share the love of Jesus with bottrelni and
adults. It is not too late to volunteer for this sumndest contact
Ruth Zellar at: ruthzellar@alaskamissionforchrist.org

New Southwest Missionary—Fhe Alaska Mission for Christ is

in the process of issuing a call for the position agdbnary to

Southwest Alaska. It has been a difficult procedhi@s ORD has given us several excellent candiddtes |

had the resources, we would have loved to have calledsittigo of the candidates. Please pray that the LORD
will lead the candidate that we are calling as he densiif this is the Lord’s will for him. We should belato
release more details next month.

Ruth Zellar— Last year, Alaska Mission for Christ coordinated thestof almost 500 volunteers. That would
be very difficult without the work of Ruth Zellar, ouoWinteer coordinator.

Ruth works with volunteer teams, individuals and commesiin Alaska to

make sure that each volunteer will get to a placettieat can share the love of

Jesus. Pray for Ruth as she carries out this chaligisgrvice for the LORD.

Rick and Tori Hanson—Rick and Tori Hansen have been serving as volunteers

in Southeast Alaska for the last several years. Theg heen traveling on their

own boat for several weeks each Summer to visiatiedlisland communities.

They help with VBS and sports camps. They also visitfand Christ—centered

relationships with the people they meet. In the past; bfave paid all of their own expenses including betwee
$7,000 to $9,000 for fuel alone! Please pray that Alaska Migsio@hrist can support Rick and Tori in this
ministry and even look for ways that we can help them@xpand the work the LORD has put on their hearts. If
you would like to financially partner with Rick and Tori, @& send a gift to AMC with a note that it is for the
work of Rick and Tori Hansen.

Todd and Kim Roeske— odd and Kim serve Alaska Mission for Christ in the Caoppalley of Alaska. Todd
presently serves as AMC’s Coordinator of Ministrieseyare involved in recovery ministries, daycare, youth
ministries, and much more as they try to let the peofptlke Copper Valley know that God loves each person
with an undying love. Pray that the outreach of AMG@him Copper Valley will bear much fruit.

Mt. Drum Daycare Ministry— We are praying for a long-term volunteer with Daycaqeeeience and cre-
dentials to come and help Mt. Drum Lutheran Church g&atgare Ministry established. The volunteer
would come for 3 to 12 months to help us develop the daycdrgedrit to a point where we can call a full-time



AMC Continues...

administrator. This daycare is in a small communitshwb other licensed daycare facility. The centepsm
but we don’t yet have enough kids enrolled to pay the. bil

Tanana Valley—Licensed Deacon, Bruce Grossmann, has been serving ilatiaed Valley for the last 16
years. We are looking for ways to build upon and enhanaaihistry there. One recent development is that a
man from Tanacross has volunteered to begin Lay Mmist@Ening. Please pray that we can help Bruce to
reach even more people with the Gospel. Also pray tivatt@y Minister volunteer follows through on his
training and is equipped to be a blessing in Tanacross.

Hmong Survey—The Lord has opened up an opportunity for Alaska Missioi€forst in partnership with
the Northwest District to call upon the services of Reang Yang to survey the needs of the Hmong people
living and working in Anchorage. Pray that Rev. Yang willegus a clear view of the mission needs within
the Hmong community.

Please visit:www.alaskamissionforchrist.org

Anchor Lutheran School is hosting their 30th year cetaliran March 27th. They are in need of all LCMS churches
to help with food. Clare Snoozy is in charge of arragdirat. Please contact Clare regarding any food donation y
can make. Her email arabell@gci.net
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Lutheran Social Services of Alaska

We recently received the written report of a study conducyeFeeding America in conjunction with the Food
Bank of Alaska in 2009. Feeding America is the nationigestr organization of emergency food providers. On
February 24, 2010, LSSA hosted the Anti-Hunger Anchorageat@oat Anchorage Lutheran Church where all
the interested organizations that operate either angemey food distribution site, soup kitchen or emergency
shelters providing short-term housing met to discuss g@tréndings and to share ideas of how we can better
collaborate to address the needs of the hungry in Aageaand throughout Alaska. The survey reported demo-
graphics of household size, income and assistance rdcdi@vever, the most shocking part of the report deals
with the hard choices many individuals are making whemndde “Do | pay rent or the utilities, or do | go hun-
gry?”. Many are reporting they are going hungry.

The Alaska Food Coalition is addressing this problem stdégwind the Anti-Hunger Anchorage Coalition is
addressing the problem in our city. In Alaska, 74,000 indivgliedeive food assistance each year and of that
number, 41,200 are living in Anchorage. Last year, our Femtrywas able to assist nearly 20,000 hungry
people, close to half of the hungry in Anchorage. Youtiooed support will help us provide food to many of
the population of Anchorage who reported food insecuni3009. Unfortunately, that population is growing.

The report also highlighted that most of the food pasiround the state are staffed by volunteers. Odr foo
pantry is staffed by one employee of LSSA and many ve&rs. We appreciate our volunteers and all the hours
they donate to our cause. Thank You!

We are distributing Easter baskets this month and wathianhk everyone who has contributed to this ministry.
We touch the lives of the children of our clients in Ho®d Pantry. It is not too late to donate. Whatguoer
would put in an Easter basket for your child or grandchilpppsapriate. We do ask that you also include a chil-
dren’s story, activity or coloring book containing the nagesof Jesus’ resurrection.

We are still in need of personal hygiene products fochets. They are very happy to receive soap, shampoo,
toothpaste and brushes, deodorants and combs. Please dnagftaeour office or your church and we will
come by and pick them up.

Please keep our ministry here at LSSA and all the huangiyhomeless people we serve daily in your prayers.
Save the dates:

Saturday, May 1, 2010 — Dinner and Fun at the Hilltop Ski €hale
Friday, November 19, 2010 — Harvest of Hope Auction — Ang®Marriott

Thanks,

Alan Budahl, Executive Director
Lutheran Social Services of Alaska
1303 West 33rd Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

(907) 272-0643 Fax (907) 272-5728
www.lssalaska.org
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